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Chapter 10
Fixed-Wing Aircraft

This chapter provides the basic characteristics of selected fixed-wing aircraft readily avail-
able to the OPFOR.  Both FM 100-60, Armor- and Mechanized-Based Opposing Force: Organi-
zation Guide, and FM 100-63, Infantry-Based Opposing Force: Organization Guide, use de-
scriptors to indicate aircraft capabilities.  In each manual, a substitution matrix enables the trainer
to structure OPFOR air support requirements as required by capability rather that specific type.

Fixed-Wing Aircraft, generally covers the systems that will affect the planning and ac-
tions of the tactical-level ground maneuver force, and aircraft commonly employed by the OPFOR
when in close proximity to enemy ground forces.  Therefore, fighters and long-range bombers are
not addressed unless they are routinely employed in training scenarios.  This chapter classifies air-
craft as strike, ground-attack, multi-role, and transport aircraft.  Multi-role aircraft are able to
support missions across each of the categories.  This chapter encompasses many aircraft which
may have a dual civil/military application.  It does not include, however, aircraft designed and
used primarily for civil aviation.

This sampling of systems was selected because of wide proliferation across numerous
countries or because of already extensive use in training scenarios.  Additional data sheets ad-
dressing other widely proliferated aircraft will be sent with further supplements to this guide.

Because of the increasingly large numbers of variants of each aircraft, only the most com-
mon variants produced in significant numbers were addressed.  If older versions of airplanes have
been upgraded in significant quantities to the standards of newer variants, the older versions were
not addressed.

The munitions available to each aircraft are mentioned, but not all may be employed at the
same time.  The weapon systems inherent to the airframe are listed under armament.  The most
probable weapon loading options are also given, but assigned mission dictates actual weapon
configuration.  Therefore, any combination of the available munitions may be encountered.

Questions and comments on data listed in this chapter should be addressed to:

CPT (P) Blake Burslie
DSN: 552-7922,  Commercial  (913) 684-7922
e-mail address: burslieb@leavenworth.army.mil
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